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Upstart Activist’s Guide to:

IMPLEMENTING Mock Elections/IsraelVotes on your Campus

Preparing for the Elections:

Educate your Israel group and campus about Israeli elections and the political parties through:

· Speakers: Such as your professors, and/or shlichim (etc.)
· Debate: Have students on a panel representing different political parties and debate the issues.
· Political Party Campaign Booths: Decorate each booth according to the party it represents with posters, banners, etc.  Have literature about the party and a student behind each booth prepared to answer questions about the party’s political platform.
· Internal Education: Bring fact sheets and articles to your group’s meetings and have a discussion or debate about Israeli political parties.
· Advertise:  publicize www.yourvotingsite.com all over campus as a tool to educate and inform; use flyers, advertisements in your campus papers, e-mails lists, Hillel bulletin boards, Hebrew classes, etc. 

Publicize the event on campus by:

· Flyers: Post flyers everywhere!!!  Put them up on kiosks, classrooms, halls, bulletin boards and dorms – including creative places like the back of bathroom stalls, fraternities and sororities, the Student Union, store windows and Hillel.
· Articles: Write articles, press releases, and letters to the editor for your campus paper and other local news media to encourage students to vote at the designated polling center(s).
Make sure that the elections will be covered by your campus and/or local papers. Make sure that every article emphasize that students can vote on line at www.yourvotingsite.com
· Inform Administration and Professors: Drop notes to administrators and professors in the departments of Political Science, Near East Studies, Judaic Studies, Hebrew, etc. asking them to participate in and to inform their students about the elections.  Make announcements in all classes – hand out flyers and write the URL www.yourvotingsite.com on the board.
Prepare Materials.  Make copies / posters of the following for use during the elections:

· Election ballots 
· 2003 Election Results: (See list at www.yourvotingsite.com ).
· Platforms of the Major Political Parties: (See listing at www.yourvotingsite.com).
The Day of the Elections:

Decorate the voting booths with informative charts, Israeli flags and other election paraphernalia.

Running the Polling Center(s):

Students running the polling center(s) should have a good grasp of Israel’s political system, including the main differences between the Israeli parties and how the Knesset works (i.e. why there are so many parties, what are multi-party coalitions, etc.).

Israel program information:

Israel program information eg. birthright, Study abroad options etc..should be available at polling center(s).  There is no sense in laying all the foundation to attract positive attention for Israel and not give students the chance to go and see Israel for themselves by studying and touring in Israel.

After the Elections:

· Form a Coalition Government: Bring members of your Jewish Society together and try a simulation program to form a government. 
· Campus Election Results: Report your election results to the campus paper and local media.  It is best to convert the results into percentage figures rather than present the results in terms of the actual numbers of voters.  Past experience shows us that the results of campus mock elections were similar to the actual results of the Israeli elections.  If this trend proves consistent in this election, you should highlight this in any post-election press releases, articles, etc.
· Articles: Have group members submit articles and letters to the editor, which announce election results and show support for the simulated elections as a demonstration of democracy in Israel.
· Israel Program Information: Send Israel program inquiries to the relevant organizations to enable students to receive program information as soon as possible.
· Party: Celebrate Israel’s democratic system of government and the election winners, by throwing an ‘election night’ party on campus.
Implementation Checklist

Following is a list of “things to do” when promoting Mock Election on campus and on-line at www.israelvotes.com

Flyers:  Where to post/distribute flyers (see attached flyers) advertising mock elections with 
www.yourvotingsite.com prominently displayed on each flyer.
On Campus

· On bulletin boards around campus

· In buildings where Hebrew, Judaic Study, Middle Eastern classes meet

· Inside the classrooms where Hebrew, Judaic Study, Middle Eastern classes meet

· Kosher dining areas and other hangouts frequented by Jewish students

· The Hillel House

· The Chabad House

· Offices of the Jewish Student Union or Israel groups

· Time on a Jewish campus radio show

· Jewish and Israel related e-mails lists, websites and blogs
Off Campus 

· Jewish fraternity houses (or those populated by many Jewish students)

· Jewish sorority houses (or those populated by many Jewish students)

· Community hangouts

· Kosher restaurants

· Kosher bakeries 

· Jewish shops

· Kosher grocery stores

· Vegetarian restaurants

· Bagel shops

· Coffee shops

· Israel related businesses (travel agents, Judaica shops)

Announcements to Make: Following are important venues in which to announce/tell about mock Elections at www.yourvotingsite.com and distribute promotional materials

· All Hebrew classes

· Judaic Studies classes

· Holocaust courses

· Middle East classes

· Jewish fraternity houses (or those populated by many Jewish students) at dinner

· Jewish sorority houses (or those populated by many Jewish students) at dinner

Meetings: People are the key to spreading the word about mock elections and www.yourvotingsite.com on campus. Therefore, you should meet with the following people while on campus.

· Jewish Professionals, professors, administrators,

· birthright israel alumni

· Organization that would be interested in participating and their leaders

· Pro-Israel Activists
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