Local college students cast their votes

Mock Israel election
designed to educate

By Deborah Fineblum Raub
Special to the Advocate

This week, as Israelis went to
the polls to select their govern-
ment, thousands of students at 30
New England universities also
cast their votes as part of a mock
Israel election taking place on
campuses nationwide.

Working with student leaders,
Combined Jewish Philanthropies
and the Hillel Council of New Eng-
land sponsored the local elections
with education in mind. Casting a
vote is a real-time demonstration of

Michael Eglash of Upstart Activist works with students on Israel
campus activism, including this week’s mock Israeli elections.

Israel's democracy if action, de-
signed to educate students and fac-

ulty-about the tough decisions fac-
ing the Israeli electorate in these

camplex and difficult times.

“It's important for people to
understand that Israel is a vibrant,
healthy oasis of a democracy in
the Middle East, that all her citi-
zens, including over one million
Arabs, can vote and are entitled to
equal rights under the law,” said
Joshua Marcus, president of
Brown University Students for Is-
rael. “And that, unlike the vast
majority of her neighbors, Isracl
tolerates dissent; in fact, dissent
absolutely thrives there.”

With the past year marked by
unprecedented anti-Israel demon-
strations, divestiture campaigns
and petitions on the nation’s cam-
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Jewish state. “What better way to
educate than to let thousands of
students participate in lsrael's
democratic process?” he said.
Indeed, education is the key,

often-hostile campus environment,
CIP, Hillel Council and the Jewish
Community Relations Council
have convened the Israel Campus
Roundtable. “The Roundtable has



